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Photography Volunteers’ Information Pack
Thank you for your interest in volunteering with the Hackney Playbus. This pack gives you an introduction to our activities and the volunteering opportunities that we can offer. It is also aimed at informing you of what to expect as a Hackney Playbus volunteer and enabling you to make the best use out of your volunteer time.  While you as a volunteer will be giving your time and service for no financial gain we do want the experience to be a two way process. Staff at the Hackney Playbus value the input and the fresh approach that you can bring. We aim to enrich both the content of our work and our ability to reach all sections of the community by the addition and involvement of volunteers, and to give you the confidence and experience to move towards achievement of your personal goals.
Please let us know if you think that this pack should contain additional information.

1. Hackney Playbus overview

Hackney Playbus is a mobile community development and play resource for children in priority need in Hackney and adjoining boroughs. We have a wide range of pre-school activities including soft play, painting, an arts and crafts area, sand play, dressing up equipment and a home corner, books, puzzles and toys. We are a unique service in that we are flexible as we operate from a double decker bus which has been fully converted into an under fives play facility.  We also run under fives services from other venues, for example we run Music and Movement and Rollers and Crawlers session in local Children’s Centres. Sometimes we carry out door to door outreach alongside partner organisations, such as the local children’s centres to insure that all families know about the support available in their area. Hackney Playbus is a registered charity which has been working in the community for over 40 years. We are run by a management committee. The service is free to users and funded from a variety of sources.
2. Hackney Playbus aims

Our aim is to work where people are isolated from community services. We work all year around providing a play facility for children and offering support to parents and carers signposting them to local services. Our staff are expected to take an active interest in both the children that they are working with and in the family services available for children in the areas that we work in.

3. Hackney Playbus activities

We currently run several weekly Playbus sessions in parks and estates in Hackney and Waltham Forest. During the summer months we have a very busy holiday timetable of working at an increased number of weekly sessions as well as fun days, weekdays and weekends. Some sessions in the summer attract as many as 70 children and their carers! We run weekly sessions at a traveller’s site in Tower Hamlets where 0-13 year olds come and join us on our bus. In 2012 we won The Irish Youth Foundation’s Innovation award for our extension to this project taking 8-15 year olds to blacksmithing workshops. Our session in local children’s centres offer more opportunities and support for families with children under 5 and our Rollers and Crawlers support group for families with children under 1 provides practical advice and support in a friendly setting.
4. Volunteering opportunities

Hackney Playbus welcomes photography volunteers to work on the Playbus with the children and their parents.  We are looking for friendly individuals with a real interest in young children to help us document our work and all the fun that is happening. As a photography volunteer your role would be to attend sessions as arranged with a member of Playbus staff, take photos of the setting and the children playing, and ensuring that parental permission forms are completed. All volunteers working with the Hackney Playbus must have a current DBS check (previously CRB check). We can assist with this if necessary. We particularly welcome volunteers who can speak a community language as well as English.
5. What can Volunteers expect from the Hackney Playbus?

It is our policy at the Hackney Playbus to give full support and guidance to volunteers and we aim to provide a valuable learning experience with mentoring from staff.

We are able to reimburse travel and lunch expenses up to £6 for a full day (9.15am to 4.15pm).  Expenses over this limit (for instance for child care) may be available in special circumstances but must have special agreement in advance from the line manager. All expenses can only be reimbursed against a valid receipt. 

6. Terms and Conditions of Volunteering

All Volunteers are required to familiarise themselves with, comply with and support the following policies:

Equal Opportunities – (available on request)
Health and Safety – (available on request)
Child Protection – (available on request)
No Smoking (the no smoking policy is “No Smoking”!!!!)
7. To Find out More

If you have additional questions about the Hackney Playbus, please contact:

Claire Kelly Project Director email: info@hackneyplaybus.org Phone: 02085103335.
8. To Apply to be a Volunteer

All applicants should complete the following Application to Volunteer form and include the name of a referee.

Volunteer Role Description 
Responsible to: Early Years Lead or Lead Playworker on session

Person Specification

· Ability to communicate comfortably with the parents and carers and with young children is essential

· Availability during some of the days during the week (not just weekends) is essential.

· An understanding and willingness to positively promote equal opportunities is essential.
· Experience of working with 0 – 5 year olds in a play setting is desirable.

· Photography skills and own photography equipment is essential.
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