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Chair’s Report 

After two and a half years on the Hackney Playbus Board of Trustees, 2015 was 

my first year as Chair. Over this time I have experienced the dedication and 

determination of the staff team to continue delivering a sustainable service for 

children in East London. The funding landscape has changed dramatically 

during the past few years with more and more cuts to Children’s Centres’ and 

other public service budgets. The staff team and Trustees have been creative in 

looking out for new opportunities and alternative funding sources. Success has 

been achieved through for example inviting health professionals from various 

fields to attend Hackney Playbus sessions to support families in healthy living and 

at the same time improving access to health funding for the project.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2015 we also provided the opportunity for families to take part in the HENRY 

family programme (Health, Exercise and Nutrition for the Really Young). Our 

dedicated outreach and door-knocking work has always been valued by our 

funders and continued to be commissioned throughout 2015. 

The regular Hackney Playbus group sessions for children 

and carers have also proven to be an excellent way of 

advancing the charity’s ethos and mission in a 

sustainable way. January 2015 saw the launch of the 

‘Bonding with Baby’ programme developed by 

Hackney Playbus in partnership with 2 local charities.      

In 2015, a generous donation from local company Core 

Sash Windows enabled us to get ‘ Katy-Lou’ our second 

Play vehicle out into the community. Katy-Lou is 

enabling us to reach families on estates where our 

main bus faced physical barriers to access. 

 

“Such a good opportunity to meet 

other parents, professionals, 

amazing games for kids; my 

daughter loved it.” 

 

“It is important to share with others 

because I don't have family near 

me.”        

 
 

Katy-Lou at the Wyke Estate 

Parent quotes 2015 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2015 the Trustees determined to improve sustainability for the Hackney  

Playbus by changing our legal status from an unincorporated charity to a 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). At an Extraordinary General 

Meeting held on the 8th December 2015 it was agreed unanimously to close the 

unincorporated charity and transfer all its assets to Hackney Playbus the 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation.  

In 2015 we appointed a business advisor David Gibson of PCN Regeneration Ltd. 

to work with us to look at improving sustainability and together with the Board of 

Trustees and a range of partners we developed a bid for the Local Sustainability 

Fund (a Big Lottery Fund). If successful the funds will improve the efficiency of the 

Hackney Playbus organisation and free up resources to invest in service 

promotion, business planning and achieving a PQASSO Quality Mark, the most 

popular quality recognition in the charity sector. 

Both the staff team and the Board of 

Trustees have worked with great 

dedication to develop and deliver all 

Hackney Playbus services. In 2015 we 

felt we had the right people working 

together to achieve our goals. I am 

confident that we will carry this 

momentum to 2016, continuing to 

build a sustainable framework for 

Hackney Playbus to deliver its core 

services, offering fun, freely chosen, 

creative and safe play opportunities to young children, through which they can 

develop confidence and skills that will lay the foundation for learning. Our local 

environment in East London might be changing rapidly but the work and ethos 

of Hackney Playbus has never been more relevant and needed than it is right 

now!     

Anniina Wikman,  

Chair 
 

Play session at Rowley Gardens 



 

Our Work in 2015 

Playbus Projects 

Playbus sessions continued to focus on providing stimulating play opportunities 

for young children, and a welcoming environment for families to meet and 

develop friendships. We forged ever stronger links with other family support 

services, bringing in local health professionals to partner with us in our work. We 

had visits from Speech and Language Therapists, Health Visitors, Oral health, First 

Steps, Health Coaches from Hackney’s Health Hubs, and visits from the Bonding 

with Baby Family Support Worker.  

This year we focussed our 

core Playbus programme into 

term time. This meant we 

could work exclusively with 

children under five and their 

parents/carers, establishing 

stronger relationships with 

families, undertaking more 

focused play activities that 

responded to children’s 

needs, and recording more 

detailed observations. Survey 

results show how our service 

improves community 

cohesion and builds local 

knowledge of child 

development and health 

support services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents/carers say that the 
Playbus encourages them to 
get out of the house more 
with their children 

Parent/carers say that they 
have shared experiences of 
parenthood with others on 
Playbus sessions 

Parents/carers say that the 
Playbus has given them ideas 
about ways to play with their 
children at home 

Families found out about 
other support services by 
attending Hackney Playbus 
projects 

Parents/carers report that 
their children benefit from 
playing with others during 
Hackney Playbus projects 

92% 

80% 

75% 

65% 

97% 

‘My experience of the Playbus in 

Springfield Park is that it has 

been the only play activity in 

Clapton/Stoke Newington 

where I saw the participation of 

the Orthodox Jewish community 

along with all the other 

members of the community.’  

Pierra Freccerro,  

September 2015 
 



 

We continue to deliver Saturday play sessions for 

Traveller children living on the Eleanor Street site in 

Bow. The site is currently under redevelopment 

having been demolished to make way for a 

ventilation shaft as part of the Crossrail project. This 

means that the children have been living for 

several years on a building site with little safe space 

for play. We take the Playbus when we can and set 

up play in a nearby community centre when 

access is not possible due to building works or bad 

weather. The project is funded by the London 

Borough of Tower Hamlets and BBC Children in 

Need. 

During 2015 we continued to deliver regular commissioned Playbus sessions for 

Walthamstow East Children’s Centre. Throughout the summer holidays we 

worked with the London Borough of Waltham Forest as part of their Summer 

Daze school holiday playscheme delivering 14 Playbus sessions in parks across 

Waltham Forest, attracting hundreds of children who enjoyed a range of play 

activities put together by our staff team. Hackney Playbus featured at numerous 

community events and fun days including Hackney Summer Fete, Kings Park Fun 

Day, Well Street Common Festival, Hackney Downs Free Festival, Olympic Park ½ 

Marathon, Morningside Community Centre Fun Day, Young Parents Fun Day at 

Linden Children’s Centre, Speak Out About Poverty consultation event, and the 

Pembury Fun Day.  

 

We continued to deliver Playbus sessions 

into December 2015 undertaking a 

substantial project on the Pembury Estate, 

working in partnership with Shoreditch Trust 

and Wheely Tots, and out and about 

around Hackney Wick delivering sessions on 

the Wyke Estate and at Mabley Green. 

Working in all weathers, we continued to 

promote the benefits of outdoor play for the 

health and wellbeing of young children.  

 

 

 
Wheely Tots session on the Pembury Estate 



 

“The Playbus allowed the opportunity to see children that may have otherwise been missed. 

It was also an opportunity to introduce myself and break down any barriers or perceptions 

they [families at the Traveller site] had regarding health care workers.”  

 

Working with Partners 

This year we trialled a new initiative to bring expert health advice out into the 

community, by partnering with LEAP, the Childhood Weight Management 

Service for Hackney. In collaboration with a LEAP nutritionist, Hackney Playbus 

delivered a parenting course called HENRY (Health, Exercise and Nutrition for the 

Really Young). This took place alongside our regular Playbus sessions in 

Springfield Park. The parents who completed the programme reported genuine 

changes in attitudes and habits relating to health, nutrition and exercise for 

themselves and their children.  

 

We delivered 5 Playbus sessions this year in partnership with the Homerton Health 

Visiting Team, giving families the opportunity to access health services in a 

relaxed and informal community setting.  Sessions took place at two Traveller 

sites – Ruby Close and St Theresa’s Close – as well as in Springfield Park, Hackney 

Downs and on the Woodberry Down Estate. Health visitors were able to carry out 

health and development reviews during the Playbus sessions, to promote the 

uptake of immunisations and to give support and advice to parents and carers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isobel Robinson, Health Visitor 2015 

 
“It’s really good that you can come along to these sessions because it means I can 

ask you questions and get help and don’t need to go somewhere else, I only need to 

go to one place." 

 Parent comment after Speech and Language session, 2015 

 

Our HENRY course was run from a 

gazebo by a Playbus member of 

staff who is trained as a HENRY 

facilitator and by a LEAP nutritionist. 

The children of the participating 

parents were cared for in a crèche 

facility provided on the Playbus. 

Every HENRY session also included 

‘family time,’ where parents and 

children enjoyed games and 

healthy snacks. 



 

We continued our partnership work with 

the Children's Integrated Speech & 

Language Therapy Service for Hackney & 

the City during 2015, bringing speech and 

language therapists out into the 

community. We delivered a total of 10 

Playbus sessions in different locations 

across Hackney this year. Children 

enjoyed exploring the Playbus 

environment while parents and carers had 

the opportunity to chat to professionals 

about their child’s speech and language 

development, resulting in several referrals 

to the speech and language service.  

 

 

In 2015 we joined forces with Wheely Tots 

on Playbus sessions on Woodberry Down 

and Pembury Estates, with the Wheely 

Tots team on hand to give families advice 

on cycling equipment and bicycles for 

the whole family, while explaining the 

developmental benefits of encouraging 

children to cycle from a young age. 

 

 

We delivered 10 sessions with the 

Shoreditch Trust Food for Life Team across 

a range of projects at Hackney Downs, 

Shoreditch Park, Woodberry Down, Gilpin 

Square and on the Pembury Estate, plus 

sessions for our Under 5’s group at the 

Redmond Community Centre. Children 

and adults together were supported to 

explore cooking activities including 

building salads, healthy yoghurt pots, fruit 

and vegetable kebabs. Kids Kitchen – a 

community cooking project – joined  us  

to deliver our ‘Bouncing Bean’ 

programme in the Spring.  



 

National Citizens Service: ‘The Challenge’ 

 

For the second year running we partnered with the National Citizens Service 

Challenge Programme to host 13 volunteers aged 15-17 on our Playbus sessions 

during the summer. The Challenge is an opportunity for young people from 

different backgrounds to come together in a common purpose, to take on new 

challenges, learn new skills and meet new people in support of community 

engagement, social action and social mixing. The Challenge volunteers joined 

us for two days in August, made a short film to document their experience and 

organised a fundraising event on behalf of Hackney Playbus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NCS Challenge volunteers supported a special Playbus session for National Play 

Day on 5th August at Shoreditch Park. 



 

Our Vehicles 

Bugsie, our 1984 Leyland Olympian double 

decker bus, continues to faithfully serve our 

client community. This year thanks to a 

Waltham Forest children’s charity ‘Carefree 

Kids’ and local donations, we acquired a 

second play vehicle known affectionately 

as Katy-Lou. Katy-Lou has given us more 

flexibility in delivery, allowing us to take play 

sessions into areas where Bugsie cannot fit 

or cannot manoeuvre. This year we used 

Katy-Lou to deliver play sessions on the 

Wyke Estate and on Mabley Green with 

funding from the Wick Award, to do 

outreach on estates with information about 

our groups programme, and to provide an 

extension activity for our Under 5’s 

playgroup at the Redmond Community 

Centre. We have used Katy-Lou to carry out 

consultation events with local residents 

about upcoming projects, and to double 

up bookings during the summer holidays.  

 

Hackney Playbus Groups Programme 

‘Hoxton Rhymes’ September 2015 – February 

2016. In September 2015 funding was secured 

from ‘Sunbabies Nursery Trust’ and ‘Innovate 

Sound Connections’ to run a music group for 

children under 2 and their parents/carers in the 

Ivy Street Family Centre in Hoxton.  Working in 

collaboration with freelance singer and music 

leader Rosie Adediran, the group was set up for 

children and parents to experience making 

music together and to create  original songs. 

Nine songs were developed including ‘The Potty 

Song’, ‘Animal Tea Party’, ‘Music in My Bones’, 

and ‘Bath Time Blues’.  These will be freely 

downloadable via an App in February 2016. 

Interior of Katy-Lou 



 

 

‘Bonding with Baby’:  January 2015 – February 2016. 

Bonding with Baby is our 

under 1’s ‘drop-in’ group for 

vulnerable woman in 

Hackney, funded by the 

City and Hackney Clinical 

Commissioning Group. It 

was developed in 

partnership with the Claudia 

Jones Organisation and the 

Shoreditch Trust’s support 

project for vulnerable 

pregnant women, ‘Bump 

Buddies’.  We now have 5 groups distributed across the borough. The groups 

establish a welcoming and inclusive environment in which parents can share 

their experiences and concerns while their babies play and learn.  The Bonding 

with Baby team engage with parents who face a range of problems and poor 

support networks at this critical time in their babies development.  We aim to 

help reduce their social isolation, build community cohesion and ensure 

accurate information is shared about child development and NHS health 

messages, to improve parental mental health and the longer term outcomes for 

their babies.  

Over the past 12 month the groups have been successful in varying ways, 

especially in reducing social isolation with parents and building community 

cohesion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Enjoyed coming to talk to 

Jenni; felt the staff there 

cared about me” I.G. CJO 

BwB group.  

“I have made friends who I 

now see regularly at other 

activities” D.H. Ivy St BwB 

group 

“You feel connected…It was 

very helpful” D.J. Well St 

BwB group. 

 



 

Redmond Under 5’s:  June 2015 – March 2016. 

When more and more children of 2 and 3 years old started turning up at the 

under 1’s group on the Woodberry Down estate, we knew there was a need for 

a generic  under 5’s ‘drop-in’ play group in the areas.  This estate is undergoing 

the biggest regeneration programme in Europe and local stakeholders are 

working hard to build community cohesion in an ever changing environment. 

Funding was secured from local funders Hackney Giving with support from 

Manor House Development Trust and the group once set up, grew rapidly.  

‘Bouncing Beans’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Bouncing Beans’ was a programme of activities and events designed to give 

families with children under five opportunities to share ideas about ways to keep 

active and healthy. The Bouncing Beans programme promoted ways for families 

to incorporate more physical activity and exercise into their daily routines. Every 

session began with dancing and moving to music, encouraging children, 

parents and carers to be active together by bending, stretching, jumping, 

twirling, marching, hopping and dancing to music.  

A different health topic was introduced each week with ideas about things to try 

at home. Kids Kitchen joined us to demonstrate activities to encourage the 

whole family to cook and enjoy healthy meals together, sharing knowledge and 

skills that could be taken back to the kitchen at home. We also had visits from an 

oral health advisor to promote good dental hygiene for children under five.  

Music and Movement 

Linden Children’s Centre recommissioned our Music and Movement group to 

take place in 3 Children’s Centres this year, focusing on fun ways of being active 

for both adults and children. Music and Movement continues to be a popular 

activity with families, giving parents/carers and their children the opportunity to 

play and learn together in an environment that encourages healthy choices for 

the wellbeing of the whole family.  

 



 

Financial Summary 2014-2015 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2015 
       

INCOMING RESOURCES Unrestricted Funds Restricted Funds 
 

Total 
Funds 

Total 
Funds 

 
£ £ 

 
2015 2014 

Incoming Resources  
     from generated funds 10338 0 

 
10338 8190 

Donations 100 0 
 

100 1324 

Incoming Resources  
     from Charitable Activities 19855 77786 

 
97641 105459 

Bank interest 26 0 
 

26 32 

TOTAL Incoming Resources 30319 77786   108105 115005 

      RESOURCES EXPENDED 
     

      Charitable Activities 56663 72487 
 

129150 102682 

Governance 45 2165 
 

2210 2583 

Depreciation 4890 0 
 

4890 5150 

TOTAL Resources Expended 61598 74652   136250 110415 

      Net Resources for the Year -31279 3134 
 

-28145 4590 

Balance brought forward at  
    1s April 2014 58677 24867 

 
83544 78954 

Balance carried forward at           

31st March 2015 27398 28001   55399 83544 

      Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2015 
    

  

 

   Fixed Assets £ 
    Tangible fixed assets 4890 
    

      Current Assets 
     Debtors 630 

    Cash at bank and in hand 50821 
    

 
51451 

          Liabilities 
     Amounts falling due  
     within one year -942 

          Net Current Assets 50509 
          Net Assets 55399 
    

      Funds 
     Unrestricted income funds: 0 

    General 
     Designated 27398 

    Restricted  28001 
    

      

 
55399 

     

The statement of financial activities and 

summarised balance sheet are extracted from 

the full financial statements that have been 

independently examined. The independent 

examination was carried out in accordance 

with the General Directions given by the 

Charity Commission and was approved by the 

Trustees on 14th July 2015. 

The full financial statement is available via the 

Charity commission website under charity no. 

1067000 or via Hackney Playbus offices.  

 

 



 

 INCOMING RESOURCES 2015        

          STAFF TEAM 2015 

                

OUTGOING RESOURCES 2015 

 

  

 

We are extremely 

grateful to our 

volunteers who worked 

with us this year! 

GRANTS

COMMISSIONS

BOOKINGS

CRECHES

DONATIONS

INCOME 

2015 

STAFFING

SERVICE DELIVERY

VEHICLE

SUPPORT COSTS

GOVERNANCE

EXPENDITURE  
2015 

Alice Freedman 

Amjid Hussain 

Ann Middleton 

Anna Van der 

Poorten 

Bolu Heather 

Cailtin Arnott 

Claire Kelly 

Claire Lindsay 

Clare Young 

Giorgia Lafram 

 Ian Hastings 

Jamie Merry 

Jane Lavelle 

Jaz Rochele Cyrus 

Jenni Gregory 

Rachel Salmon 

Rebecca 

McQuillan 

Ruth Pender 

Sara Blakemore 

Simona Attardi 

Syeda Sultana 

Terry Sinfield 

Vanessa 

Kirkpatrick 

Bekki Perriman 

 
 

Independent Examiner  

Community Accountancy Project 

The Print House, 18-22 Ashwin St, London E8 3DL 
 

Bardia Khorshidian 

Brendan Moran 

Elena Gundarina 

Gabriela Cocco 

Kysha Bishop 

Larissa Pople 

Leanda Dupres 

Matilda Barret 

Nadia Alta 

 



 

Funders 2015 

 LB Hackney  LB Tower Hamlets  LB Waltham Forest  

NHS City and Hackney Clinical Commissioning Group  

Hackney CVS  BBC Children in Need  The London 

Community Foundation  Peabody Trust  Wick Award  

Hackney Giving  Sunbabies Nursery Trust  London 

Catalyst  

 

 

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Board of Trustees 2015 
 

Councillor Anntoinette Bramble |Anniina Wikman |Annabelle Burns| 

Jonathan Randal|Janine Stillaway| Stephen Harvey-Cook|  

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG thanks to all our donors from 2015 

Nationwide Building Society  Core Sash Windows  

Reuters  Dentons Charitable Trust  Melinda Churches  

Kingston Vineyard  Alexander Deery 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hackney Playbus 
Kingsmead Kabin,  

8-9 Kingsmead Way, 

London E9 5QG 

Phone:  0208 510 3335 

E-mail: info@hackneyplaybus.org 
www.hackneyplaybus.org 

mailto:info@hackneyplaybus.org
http://www.hackneyplaybus.org/

