What we do

Hackney Playbus -Theory of Change

Families experiencing mulitple disadvantages need time, space, resources and support to play with their children
Parenting is difficult and every parent needs help to know how to best provide for their children in their early years

Some families need specialist support but do not know what services are available and how to access them

Families who are isolated need the on going support of friends and their local community for their children to thrive

To improve access to play and
learning experiences for
children in their early years

We bring play and learning
experiences into community
spaces using a double-decker
bus that has been converted
into an early years play and
learning resource

We use “play at home” ideas
that are affordable and easy
for parents to do at home or
out and about as part of an
everyday routine

We work with partners to
identify children who would
especially benefit from greater
opportunities to play, learn and
socialise

We do local outreach to
support local families to take
part in Hackney Playbus
activities

To support parents to develop
their parenting knowledge,
confidence and skills

We model ways to interact with
children and babies

We encourage parents and
carers to share their
experiences of parenthood with
one another

We help parents and carers to
understand that they are not
alone in their struggles

We use a non-judgmental
approach that focuses on the
strengths of parents and carers

We talk about child
development, from a position
of experience and knowledge

To connect families to support
services

We listen to families’ needs and
let them know about options
that are relevant to their
circumstances

We display information leaflets
and posters about support
services on the Playbus

We encourage families to share
their experiences of services
with one another

We invite professionals to visit
our play sessions to raise
awareness of their services

We work in partnership with
other organisations who
support families

To enable the development of
peer-support networks
amongst local families

We help parents and carers feel
comfortable, relaxed, and open
to friendship

We create a welcoming,
informal space in the
community for families to meet
and socialise

We are kind, compassionate,
accommodating, sensitive, non-
judgemental and supportive

We create moments for
interaction and connection
through cooking, singing, and

play

The Playbus is a novel
environment that inspires
conversation
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